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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a 
national application published under section 122 (b) only if the 
international application designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2) (a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that 
a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the purposes of 
this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) . 

2. Claims 1-12 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Othmer et al, U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. 2004/0064317 (hereinafter Othmer) . 



Regarding claim 1, Othmer discloses a method of producing a 
document at a remote typing station using information input from 
a remote user location, the method comprising the following 
steps : 



establishing a telephonic connection between a user location 
and a central computer; 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,738 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2614 

establishing a connection between the typing station and the 
central computer; 

entering voice user information from the user location into 
the central computer via the telephonic connection; 

entering image user information (see paragraph 0038) from 
the user location into the central computer via the telephonic 
connection; 

receiving and storing the input user information in the 
central computer; 

generating a notification signal to a remote typing station 
indicating that user information has been received; 

retrieving input user information, at the typing station, 
from the central computer; 

producing a document at the typing station using the user 
information from the central computer, the document including the 
image information correlated with the verbal information; 

transmitting the document from the typing station to the 
central computer; 
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receiving and storing the document in the central computer; 
establishing a connection between a destination location and the 
central computer; and 

transmitting the document from the central computer to the 
destination location (see Figures 3 and 7) . 



Regarding claim 2, see paragraphs 0037 and 0038. 

Regarding claim 3, see paragraphs 0037 and 0038. 

Regarding claim 4, see Figure 11 and unit 160 from Figure 1. 

Regarding claim 5, see paragraph 0038. 

Regarding claim 6, see Figure 11 and unit 160 from Figure 1. 

Regarding claim 7, see paragraph 0028. 

Regarding claim 8, see paragraph 0070. 

Regarding claim 9, see paragraph 0070. 



Regarding claim 10, Othmer discloses a method of producing a 
document at a remote typing station using information input from 
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a remote user location, the method comprising the following 
steps : 

establishing a telephonic connection between a user location 
and a central computer; 

entering voice and image information (see paragraph 0038) 
from the user location into the central computer via the 
telephonic connection; 

receiving and storing the input information in the central 
computer; 

generating a notification signal to a remote typing station 
indicating that information has been received; 

establishing a telephonic connection between the typing 
station and the central computer; 

retrieving input information, at the typing station, from 
the central computer; 

producing a document at the typing station using the 
information from the central computer; 

transmitting the document from the typing station to the 
central computer via the telephonic connection; 
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generating a notification signal to a remote proofreading 
station indicating that information has been received; 

establishing a telephonic connection between the 
proofreading station and the central computer; 

retrieving the document, at the proofreading station, from 
the central computer; 

processing the document at the proofreading station to 
produce a final document; 

transmitting the final document from the proofreading 
station to the central computer via the telephonic connection; 

receiving and storing the final document in the central 
computer; 

establishing a telephonic connection between the user 
location and the central computer; and 

transmitting the final document from the central computer to 
the user location via the telephonic connection (see Figures 3 
and 7) . 



Regarding claim 11, see paragraph 0065. 
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Regarding claim 12, see paragraph 0038. 



Regarding claim 14, 
Regarding claim 15, 
Regarding claim 16, 
Regarding claim 17, 
Regarding claim 18, 
Regarding claim 19, 
Regarding claim 20, 



see Figure 11. 
see Figure 11. 
see Figure 11. 
see paragraph 0028. 
see paragraph 0070. 
see paragraph 0070. 
see paragraph 0065. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 



unpatentable over Othmer. 
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As per claim 13, Othmer does not explicitly teach the step 
of entering information from the user location into the central 
computer via the telephonic connection comprises entering faxed 
material into the central computer. "Official Notice" is taken 
that this limitation is both old and well known in the art. 
Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to modify Othmer wherein the step of entering 
information from the user location into the central computer via 
the telephonic connection comprises entering faxed material into 
the central computer. This modification would have improved the 
system's convenience by allowing supplemental audio file 
information to be received as suggested by Othmer (see paragraph 
0039) . 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Olisa 
Anwah whose telephone number is 571-272-7533. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8.3 0 AM to 6 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be 
reached on 571-272-7547. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
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are 571-273-8300 for regular communications and 571-273-8300 for 
After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or proceeding should be directed to the 
receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 



0-A- 



Olisa Anwah 
Patent Examiner 
August 4, 2 006 




^ FAN TSANG 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



